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low-income people in those units, but they also get market-rate rents." 

Regardless of the project type, Russell said the creation of affordable and government-assisted housing is "immensely 

satisfying," albeit ideally transitory, 

"I remember in the early days," Russell said, 'meeting with residents and saying, 'You'll probably never hear a landlord 

tell you this, but I don't want you to live with us long-term. I actually want you to move out and move on your life."' 

Sarasota Housing Authority inventory and projects 

SHA-HUD Development Timeline 

• 1938: SHA established

• 1941: Orange Avenue (60 units) 

• 1950: The Courts (100 units)*

• 1960: Bertha Mitchell (100 units) 

• 1970: Mccown Tower (100 units) 

• 1971: Janie Poe and Cohen Way (72 units) 

• 1978: Mccown Annex (75 units) 

• Total HUD-sponsored units: 635 

*Now under demolition for Amaryllis Park Place {Cypress Square) 

SHA/Social Housing Funding Corp. redevelopment timeline 

• 2009: Janie's Garden Phase I (86 units) 

• 2012: Janie's Garden Phase II (68 units) 

• 2013: King Stone (28 units) 

• 2013: Diamond Oaks (15 units) 

• 2016: Janie's Garden Phase Ill (72 units) 

• 2021-2022: Amaryllis Park Place (84 units) 

• 2020-2022: Lofts on Lemon (128 units) 

• 2023: Mccown Tower (100 units) 

• 2023-2024: Cypress Square (84) 

• Total SHA-sponsored units: 665

SHA re-development pipeline 

• 2025-2026: Lofts on Lemon II (100 units) 

• 2025-2026: Cypress Square II (108 units) 

• 2026-2027: Cypress Square III/Central Gardens (100 units) 

• Total units funded in pipeline: 308 

• Total units available or under development: 1,508** 

**Excluding The Courts 
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Andrew Warfield is the Sarasota Observer city reporter. He is a four-decade veteran of print 

media. A Florida native, he has spent most of his career in the Carolinas as a writer and editor, 

nearly a decade as co-founder and editor of a community newspaper in Mecklenburg County, 

North Carolina. 




